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Swire Properties Awarded Clean Air Charter Certification
0000000000000000

Swire Properties was recently
awarded Clean Air Charter
Certification for its efforts to reduce
its environmental footprint. The
Bulletin spoke with the company’s
Head of Technical Services Cary
Chan recently on the whys and
hows of compliance.
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BULLETIN: Why did Swire Properties want
to get Clean Air Charter Certification?
CARY CHAN: Environmental issues
such as air pollution and global
warming need to be tackled through
the concerted effort of the whole
society. Swire Properties would like

to demonstrate our commitment on
mitigating air pollution; reducing
energy consumption and our support
to this regional campaign. Through this
third-party certification process, we can
benchmark and share our knowledge
and best practices with the industry.

B: What were some of the key challenges
in achieving this? How did you overcome
them?

CC: Swire Properties has been adopting
the Building Environmental Assessment
Method (BEAM) since 1998 for the
design, construction, operation and
demolition of its buildings. Since

the Clean Air Charter commitments
incorporate similar elements of BEAM,
Swire Properties therefore is well-
prepared for this certification.

B: Some companies say compliance is
not cheap; what is your response to such
statements?

CC: Combating air pollution and global
warming is a long-term battle, we do
not base our decisions on short-term
cost benefit analysis. Our business must
get ready and be competitive in a “low-
emission” economy wher
and related social co
higher. There will be
regulations that would pu
out of business if they are not ready
adapt to those changes.
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Swire Properties, instead of only
complying with the existing regulations,
is looking ahead into the global trend
and changes in other countries. We aim
at preparing ourselves better for these
changes and the social cost impact for a
long term.

B: What advice would you give to
companies considering going through the
certification process?

CC: My advice is that companies should
not take the certification as their goal of
protecting the environment by satisfying
the requirements of the certification
only. They should have a thorough
understanding of how their business is
affecting the environment, and develop
their strategies in minimising its
environmental impact.

To achieve this, data collection and
analysis are important to give companies
a better understanding of their mode
of operation and its environmental
impacts. Another important point is to
get the buy-in from the budget holders
who will be making decisions on
allocating investment for environmental
improvement works.

B: How does Hong Kong measure up

in terms of green building practices
compared to other cities?

CC: Some green building practices
cannot be applied to all cities because
of differences in climate and other
local conditions. However, according to
our benchmarking exercise made with
companies in Singapore, U.K., U.S. and
Hong Kong, the practices being adopted
in building design and operations in
Hong Kong are comparable with the
international standards. &
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For more information on the Clean Air
Charter Certification scheme and case
studies, please visit www.cleanair.hk
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